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By: Dan Woomer 
 
News from our secret restoration facility “DWG.” 
 
Following a meeting with Suzie Schuyler (President of LSIA) the restoration project plan 
was modified.  The sign will be disassembled, all of the finish stripped, all repairs 
completed, new battens crafted and installed, and the individual planks, then the 
assembled sign, will be primed and all base colors applied.  LSIA was initially planning 
to engage Mrs. Audrey Lee to then take over applying the gold trim border and gold 
lettering with pin stripping.  After a careful close inspection of the sign, we figured out 
how the original pin stripping on the sign was accomplished.  Given we were going to 
apply the primers and the majority of the finishes, we decided to complete the sign, 
including the gold highlights, and letter pin stripping. 
 
We also agreed with our local Sherwin-Williams advisor to use high-end exterior latex 
paints, which have superior elastomeric properties, especially when applied to wood.  
These paints should extend the life of the new finish for many years. 

 
Following the meeting, the top plank of the sign continued to 
have the original finish stripped off by sanding.  Sanding takes 
far longer than chemical stripping.  Chemical stripping would 
likely leave a residue in the soft wood.  Such chemical residue 
would reduce the bonding and penetration of the primer, in 
effect reducing the longevity of the new finish.  So, while the 
labor to strip off the original finish is significantly increased, the 
results will provide a superior finish to our beautiful community 
entry sign.  We anticipate removing 
the original finishes by hand will add 
between 150 hours and 200 hours of 
labor. 

 
Following many hours of sanding, the top plank of the sign is 
finally stripped and is now receiving a smoothing sanding. 
 
As the stripping continues on the next planks making up our 
sign, there will be far more hand work, as the finish 
surrounding the raised lettering needs to be removed by 
careful hand chiseling.  Note, the caution of wearing a 
respirator, to avoid breathing the wood, original paint, and any fungus dust resulting 
from the sanding/stripping process.  



 
As seen in this photo, the 2nd sign plank is slowly and carefully 
being worked to remove the cracked and failed background 
finish in and around the raised lettering.  Once completed, the 
background area will receive a careful hand sanding.  We will 
wait until the sign is reassembled to sand off, fill and smooth 
the face of the lettering. 
 
While, stripping, chiseling and 
smoothing is progressing, the new 
battens are being crafted.  1” X 2” X 4’ 
red oak boards are being glued 
together and clamped to make up the 

new battens. 
 

Here is a photo of the 1st batten, 
already glued together and the excess 
wood glue being wiped off with a 
damp paper towel.  This batten will be 
allowed to set for at least 24 hours, 
before being unclamped and sanded.  Sanding is needed to 
flush up all the sides and edges, remove any glue residue on 
the surfaces, and remove any oxidation present to improve the 
bond of the primer.  Smoothing the edges also reduces areas 
and jutting edges where moisture can collect and eventually 
penetrate into the battens. 
 

Here’s the 2nd batten glued and clamped.  Each of the five (5) 
needed battens will be assembled, sanded and prepared in the 
same process used to craft the 1st batten.  Red oak was 
chosen for the material to make up the battens because it is 
very strong and dense, drills cleanly, and the milled surface is 
straight and level.  These properties should all contribute to 
holding the individual planks, which make up our community 
sign, strong and resilient. 
 
Also, the new battens will have a different look.  Instead of a 
rounded top and bottom, the batten ends will have a 45-degree 
chamfer.   This change reduces the exposure of the wood’s end grain which reduces 
the edge’s exposure to moisture, and speeds the flow of water off of the end grain of the 
batten.  The bottom of the batten will also sport a 45-degree chamfer to form a drip 
edge, again reducing the exposure of the wood’s end grain which reduces the edge’s 
exposure to moisture, and speeds the flow of water off and away from the end grain of 
each batten.  This change should extend the life of the new battens. 
 
 



WE NEED YOUR HELP 
 
(1)  If you are a mason, would you volunteer to repair a few cracked mortar joints on the 
brick columns?  Please email me at woomer.dan@gmail.com if you can help. 
 
(2)  And to all, here’s a way you can help our community - We are raising the funds to 
cover the expenses of restoring our community sign.  If you can, please make a 
donation to the Save-Our-Sign Campaign.  Any amount you and your family can afford 
is appreciated.  Please send your donation to: 
 

Save-Our-Sign Campaign 
c/o Linthicum-Shipley Improvement Association (LSIA) 

PO Box 143 
Linthicum, MD 21090 

 
Make out your check to: 
“The Linthicum-Shipley Improvement Association” and in the note filed please add 
“Save-Our-Sign Campaign”.  Note – Your donation is not tax deductible. 
 
Thanks for your help and support! 
 
Stay tune for more on-going updates as our community sign goes from weathered and 
worn to restored and new.  
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