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News from our secret restoration facility “DWG.” 
 

Stripping of the deteriorated finish on the 
back side of the sign has started employing 
both a belt sander and random orbiter palm 
sander using course sanding disks and belts. 
 
The top plank, is 
now disassembled 
from the sign.  The 
top edge was 
sanded.  Most of the 
visible wood rot was 
luckily only surface 

rot and sanded away, with one exception.   
 

That exception is a 
substantial area of 
rot on the left edge.  
This rot also 
penetrated deep into the second sign plank.  
Water has penetrated along the margins of 
one of the existing wooden dowel pins, which 
also rotted away.  These dowel pins are used 
to align the sign planks’ face side.  The rot 
was removed and stabilizer applied to stop 
any further moisture 
penetration.  
 

Stabilizer is applied to the entire top surface of the top plank to 
arrest any remaining rot present and harden the wood surface 
to make it far more weather resistant.  The stabilizer is akin to 
a “runny wood glue” which allows the stabilizer to penetrate 
into the wood before the stabilizer sets and hardens. 
 
 



The residual paint on the back of the top plank is sanded off.  
The edge of the top plank, where it come in contact of the 
second sign plank is also sanded to remove any surface wood 
rot and dirt.  These edges were raw wood, unfinished, and 
moisture did penetrate into this seam.  During this restoration, 
all edges not glued together, will be sealed and painted to help 
protect the planks from future moisture penetration.  Also, any 
remnants of the dowels used to align the plank faces will be 
drilled out so new dowels can be inserted. 
 
This process will be repeated with each and every plank that 
makes up our sign. 
 

Stripping of the failed finish on the back of the 2nd plank, now 
removed from our sign, has begun.  The wood screw holes 
from the screws holding the planks to the battens will be drilled 
out and plugged with glued wood dowel. 

 
As with our sign in general, the 
original wood screws holding the sign 
planks and battens together have 
rusted.  Thus far most of the screw 
heads have striped off while 
attempting to remove them.  The 
batten was purposely broken so all 
these screws to be removed with plyers and vise-grips.  The 
current plan is to replace the original zinc plated straight 
flathead steel wood screws with stainless steel Philips flathead 
wood screws.  This should help with the disassembly of the 
sign during a future restoration. 

 
 
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP 
 
(1)  If you are a mason, would you volunteer to repair a few cracked mortar joints on the 
brick columns?  Please email me at woomer.dan@gmail.com if you can help. 
 
(2)  And to all, here’s a way you can help our community - We are raising the funds to 
cover the expenses of restoring our community sign.  If you can, please make a 
donation to the Save-Our-Sign Campaign.  Any amount you and your family can afford 
is appreciated.  Please send your donation to: 
 

Save-Our-Sign Campaign 
c/o Linthicum-Shipley Improvement Association (LSIA) 

PO Box 143 

mailto:woomer.dan@gmail.com


Linthicum, MD 21090 
 

Make out your check to: 
“The Linthicum-Shipley Improvement Association” and in the note filed please add 
“Save-Our-Sign Campaign”.  Note – Your donation is not tax deductible. 
 
Thanks for your help and support! 
 
Stay tune for more on-going updates as our community sign goes from weathered and 
worn to restored and new.  


